
 

 

 

 

 

 

OFFICIAL JOURNAL OF   

VOLUNTEER MARINE RESCUE 

HERVEY BAY INC. 

marinerescueherveybay.org.au                              



 

 

Address:    1 Buccaneer Drive, Urangan.    
  P.O. Box 7120 Urangan QLD 4655  
Phone:  07 4128 9666  

Email:  office@mrhb.org.au       

Web:  marinerescueherveybay.org.au  

MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE  

APPOINTED OFFICERS  
VMRAQ Zone Delegates: Jill Barclay, David Smith 

Quality Coordinator: Vicki Vlekkert 

Assistant Unit Training Coordinator (Crew): Graeme Davies  

Assistant Unit Training Coordinator (Radio): Jill Barclay  

Boat Maintenance Officers:  Dave Marshman, Kevin Lategan 

Corporate Liaison Coordinator: Graeme Davies  

Charts & Navigation: Ross Jensen  

Operations Officers: Geoff Friend, Geoff Drake, Peter Dicker, Graeme Stanton  

First Responders: Brian Stumer, Andy Clarke, Nick Sennett, Troy Fisher, Garry Reid 

            Phil Murphy 

Wellness Support Group: Dave Geoghegan, Gary Brown, Andy Clarke,  Jill Barclay 

Sausage Sizzle Coordinator: Gil Townson 

Base Provedore: Doug Knight  

Safety and Risk Coordinators:  Andy Clarke, Ralph Hopwood 

Working Members Rep:  John Gibson 

Grounds/Building/Vehicle Maintenance: Mark Bond  
 

Volunteer Marine Rescue Hervey Bay Inc. 

Rescue One 
AUTUMN / WINTER 2020 EDITION 

Commodore:  Jill Barclay Vice Commodore:  David Smith       

Secretary:  Vicki Vlekkert Act. Treasurer:  Rhonda O’Brien   

Operations Manager:  Mark Bruem  Unit Training  
Coordinator:  

Kevin Bone  

Vessel Group  
Coordinator:  

David Marshman  Radio Group  
Coordinator:  

Graeme Stanton   



 

 

Our Admin Office will reOur Admin Office will re--open to the public again : Monday 29th June 2020open to the public again : Monday 29th June 2020   

    Office Hours Office Hours --  Mondays, Wednesdays & Fridays onlyMondays, Wednesdays & Fridays only  

      9.00am 9.00am --  2.00pm (Excl public holidays)2.00pm (Excl public holidays)  

YouYou’’ll notice some changes ll notice some changes --  like a Perspex like a Perspex ‘‘sneeze guardsneeze guard’ ’ and only ONE visitor at a and only ONE visitor at a 
time in the office.time in the office.  

  

  

COVID-19 UDPATE 



 

 

MARINE RESCUE HERVEY BAY VESSELS 

HYNE TIMBER RESCUE    
Length -  8m 
Builder - Noosacat 
Build Year - 2012 
Cruising Speed - 28 knots 
Max. Speed - 45 knots 
Engines - 2x 250HP 4 stroke Suzuki Outboards 
Fuel Capacity - 2x 300L 
Max Persons - 8 
Min Crew - Skipper + 2 Crew 

 

 

RESCUE I  (Under construction)  
Length -  11.94m 
Design -  Naval Architects Australia 
Builder - Allweld Manufacturing 
Survey Class - 2C & 2D 
Beam - 5m 
Draft - 0.5m 
Fuel Capacity - 2 x 810L 

 

 



 

 

MARINE RESCUE HERVEY BAY VESSELS 

RESCUE III    
Length -  7.3m 
Builder - Swift Marine 
Build Year - 2010 
Cruising Speed - 25 knots 
Max. Speed - 37 knots 
Engines - 2x 150HP 4 stroke Suzuki Outboards 
Fuel Capacity - 400L 
Max Persons - 6 
Min Crew - Skipper + 1 Crew 

 

 

RESCUE IV   
Vessel Model  - FX Cruiser HO 

Manufacturer - Yamaha 
Engine - 4 Litre 4 stroke DOHC 132 kW 

Length -  3.56m 
Fuel Capacity - 70L 

Max Persons - 3 



 

 

 

Wow what a whirlwind the last few months have been!   

We had a reasonably busy Christmas and New Year period 

with pretty good weather meaning lots of boaties on the 

water.  Between 25 Dec and 5 Jan 2020, we completed 19 

operational activations, plus 10 stinger patrols with Surf Life 

Saving Queensland.  We normally average about 17 

operational activations for a full month, so  twice as many as 

normal over that Christmas/New Year period this year. 

The stinger patrols started with a 

‘bang’ this year with the first Irukandji 

being caught by SLSQ on the second 

day of our patrols.  This was followed 

by two suspected sting victims being 

retrieved from the western side of 

Fraser Island on the third day of our 

patrols.  The next week saw a number 

of other Irukandjis found and other 

stings were reported .  Thankfully the 

Irukandjis appeared to only be around for a short time this year. 

Late last year, Queensland Fire and Emergency Service showed their appreciation to 

volunteers with more than 12 months service , by providing them with a Volunteer 

Pin. 

Due to the coronavirus, we have had  to restrict access to the base from late March.  

This has meant our office has been closed to the public, although some Admin staff 

have been working from home taking membership fees.  There have been no 

fundraising sausage sizzles, no crew or radio training and only limited people on the 

base.  The good news is that during this period, our Radio Operators have continued 

to be on duty 12 hours a day, every day at the base.  Our After Hours Radio 

Operators have continued to provide a service to Police and QAS every night.  We 

have also been able to meet all requirements for assists from the boaties, Police and 

QAS through this period, as well.  Thanks to all of our volunteers who have made 

themselves available during these times. 

FROM THE COMMODORE 



 

 

OUR NEW RESCUE IV 

Saturday 21 March (just prior to our COVID-19 closure), saw the conclusion of 

training for three new First Responders.  These volunteers are deployed by QAS to 

assist with the transport of medical evacuation patients from Fraser Island and 

vessels in the area.  A big congratulations to Troy, Garry and Phil. 

It is great to see the build of our new 

rescue vessel proceeding at Allweld 

Manufacturing in Maryborough.  See the 

article and a few pictures later on in the 

magazine.  At this stage we are told it 

should be on the water in November.  But 

then sea trails and crew training will start, 

so you may not see it in action on an 

activation  until the new year.   

As the new vessel is much bigger than our current vessels, we need to do some 

major work on our pontoon area, so the new vessel can be berthed at the base.  

We are hopeful this work will be completed in September, in readiness for the 

delivery of Rescue I.  This work is being funded by a federal government grant, 

and we thank Keith Pitt for his input into getting this grant funding for us. 

As we have had no specific crew training since January, we have a need to bring 

our volunteers up to operational status again - to meet AMSA requirements.  Over 

the last few weeks all crew have undertaken refresher training in small groups.  

This training will continue until the end of June to make sure everyone is good to 

go on activations. 

This month we will work through the process of slowly 

re-opening our facilities, making sure that we fit within 

the government health restrictions. 

Take care, stay safe, boat safe.  We’ll be there if you 

need us.  We encourage you to log on with us when 

you head out on the water and log off on your return. 

 

FROM THE COMMODORE 



 

 



 

 



 

 

NOTABLE ACTIVATIONS 

27 Dec 2019 - 16 Jan 2020: Irukandji  
patrols with Surf Life Saving Qld 

Surf Life Saving Qld have been undertaking 
these educational and investigative  
patrols for the last 3 years.  Confirmed 
Irukandji have been found on the western 
side of Fraser Island, every year.   
 
Many public believe that Irukandji are only 
found in tropical waters and that the Wide 
Bay is too far south.  However experts all 
agree that Irukandji have been found in 
these waters for many years, during the 
heat of the summer. 
 
 

 

 

 

Medical Evacuations 
 

Medical evacuations happen on a  

regular basis from Fraser Island (or 

from vessels).  Queensland Ambulance 

request our assistance in transporting 

these patients back to Hervey Bay.  

Many of our medical evacuations  

happen outside of hours.   

Our usual pick-up point for medi-vacs is 

Kingfisher Bay, however Wanggoolba 

Creek and beach landings along the 

western side of Fraser Island have also 

been used.   

There has been a slow-down in the number of medi-vacs over recent months due 

to the coronavirus.  In the last 6 months we have undertaken 19 medi-vacs. 



 

 

NOTABLE ACTIVATIONS 

5 Apr -  Rescue of two persons from overturned Hobie Cat 

Callout late afternoon - The sun was 
setting and all the two guys on board 
their small Hobie Sailing Cat had for 
light was the torch on a mobile phone.  
 

Their plan had been to go camping on 
Big Woody Island, but got into dire 
straits about 2nm off shore, when they  
discovered there was a crack in one of 
the pontoons of the Hobie Cat.  
 

Thankfully they stayed with their boat, 
otherwise the situation could have 
been a lot worse.  With Hyne  
Timber Rescue’s spotlights, and their 
mobile phone still working, they were 
found just on night fall.  

 

20 May - Sailing vessel aground and taking water 

Hyne Timber Rescue headed down to 

Sheridan Flats after a 57ft very beamy 

Bavaria went high and dry on her side on 

one of the many sandbanks.  

To begin with there was some urgency as 

she was taking on water and the crew 

weren’t sure she’d right as the tide came 

in.  As HTR departed base, the news got 

better: flooding stopped, pumps  

operable and likely to be OK.  

HTR proceeded to rendezvous to ensure 

their safety and ended up being their 

guide through the tricky bits till they 

were safely anchored at White Cliffs.  

  



 

 

21 May - Collision 

At approx. 8.15pm, we received a call from the 

Water Police, that two boats had collided south 

of Urangan Pier, with people in the water.  The 

After Hours Radio Operator called the duty crew 

and we proceeded to the incident.  The smaller 

vessel had overturned on impact and both father 

and son on board had ended up in the water.  

Both were OK on our arrival.  Retrieval of the 

vessel proved to be a more difficult task, and we 

ended up having to anchor the sunken vessel for 

recovery at a later date.  

 

27 May - Hit Tree Moon Point 

Late morning, one of our VMR Hervey Bay boating members, called to say they had 

hit a large tree, near Moon Point and this had damaged their stern drive.  The 

vessel was anchored, but there was uncertainty if they were taking on water.  On 

inspection it was found that we could not be of assistance to them on that day, due 

to the falling tide and the vessel being aground. 

The vessel was retrieved at a later date.   

NOTABLE ACTIVATIONS 



 

 

27 May - 31 May - Search and Rescue  

PAN PAN; PAN PAN; PAN PAN; 

Early afternoon on 27 May, Water Police requested we issue a radio call to all 

boaties on the water to be on the lookout for a missing Hervey Bay fisherman and 

his vessel. 

Later that afternoon, Police asked us to undertake a shore search for the vessel. 

At first light the next day we were asked to be part of a sea and air search for the 

missing vessel.  Mid morning the upturned vessel was spotted by the aircraft. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The vessel was towed to Rooney Point for inspection and was subsequently  

recovered by VMR Hervey Bay on 31 May, at the request of Water Police. 

Sadly the missing fisherman has 

not been found.   

We are proud to have been able 

to help with the search effort. 

Our thoughts remain with the 

family and friends, at this  

difficult time. 

 

NOTABLE ACTIVATIONS 



 

 

   

CLEAN UP AUSTRALIA DAY 

1 MARCH 2020 

 

 

 

 

 

This year was the first time that members of MRHB had participated as a group in 
the national ‘Clean Up Australia’ efforts.  This worthy cause aims to make a dent in 
the litter and trash that all too often detracts from our beautiful surrounds. About 
25 MRHB members formed sub-teams to scour the surrounds of our base, as well as 
head out to the nearby islands. Lots of garbage was collected, and it seemed there 
were plenty of smiling face throughout. Thank you to all those who participated! 

The most unusual item picked up on the day? That would be an engagement ring 
found in the vicinity of the boat ramp car park. The ring was handed to HVB Police. 

 

 



 

 

We are very sad to be losing our Treasurer due to her moving away from Hervey 

Bay for work commitments.    

If you have some experience in Accounting or Book Keeping and would like to help 

out in your community, we look forward to hearing from you. 

 

 

This is a volunteer role - you will not get paid. 

 

For more information, please contact the Secretary on secretary@mrhb.org.au 

 

The Treasurer is responsible for overseeing the management and reporting 

of the squadron’s finances.  

Qualifications & Experience 

 Computer experience with MYOB and Excel. 

 Experience with accounting and bank reconciliation. 

 Development and presentation of financial reports. 

 Familiar with the principals of GST. 

 Ability to prepare documents for the Auditor. 

 Development of procedures for debtor & credit control. 

 A keen eye for detail. 

The position is a member of the Marine Rescue Hervey Bay Executive. 

mailto:secretary@mrhb.org.au


 

 

Marine Rescue Hervey Bay have a dedicated team of sausage sizzlers who  
fundraise for us.  They have some regular haunts - Aldi Pialba and BCF...and of 
course Bunnings on a regular basis.   

Sausage sizzles are currently on hold due to the coronavirus.  We hope it won’t be 
too far away before our fundraising efforts can get back under way, no doubt with 
some extra infection control procedures. 

 

Look out for our new Rapid 
Deployment BBQ Response Vehicle!   

 

The trailer has just had the sign-
writing added to it.  We think it 
looks awesome - thanks to  The Sign 
Doctor.  

 

Our dedicated cooks engage with the public on the front line while also generating 
income, and we thank them all for their huge effort. 

These guys and gals do a great job of turning out high quality snags...and this 
author’s personal favourite...the meat pattie, bacon and egg in a toasted bun.  
(I know, right?   You want one now don’t you?!) 

   

FUNDRAISING TEAM 

SAUSAGE SIZZLE TRAILER 



 

 

HIGH TEA FOR VOLUNTEERS 

BROLGA THEATRE - 14 March 2020 

As part of the International Women’s week this year and in line with Queensland 
Women’s Week our squadron was invited to send representatives to an Emergency 
Services Inter-Agency High Tea at the Brolga Theatre on Saturday 14 March 2020.  

The event was hosted by QFES and coordinated by Rural Fire volunteers.  Vicki (our 
Secretary) and I nominated to attend.  The invitation read “this High Tea event is an  
opportunity for regional based Women in the Emergency Services sector to frock up, 
network and celebrate the amazing achievements of Women within our  
community.  Continuing to promote and create a Queensland community that  
respects women, embraces gender equality, and promotes and protects the rights, 
interests and wellbeing of women and girls.”     

There were approximately 50 people  
attending and we were proud to represent 
Marine Rescue Hervey Bay.   

The morning tea went for approximately 3 
hours and was very well organised.  It was nice 
to be waited on by male members of the QFES 
and enjoy the delicious high tea prepared by 
the Brolga catering team. 

The key note speaker was A/Superintendent 
Peta Miller-Rose from QFES. What an amazing 
woman.   Her experience includes 17 years in 
QFES, 17 years as an Auxiliary Firefighter, 21 
years as a Volunteer Firefighter plus other 
roles.   She was very down to earth and is a 
speaker who holds your interest.    

One of the main points I got out of her talk is that everyone can add value to the 
organisation.   We all make a difference. 

It would be good to see similar events continue but not necessarily just for Women’s 
Week but open to all members of all Emergency Services to network.    

The networking was valuable and I’m happy that we were able to attend and  
represent our organisation. 

Rhonda O’Brien 
Crew 



 

 



 

 



 

 

 

MRHB Retrospective 

Looking back on time.  We have tried to take the ‘today’ photos from the same 

place as the old photos.  They say a picture is worth a thousand words.  

  

             The MRHB radio mast 
                  is 32 metres tall and 
  started life as a windmill.     
 

   Once upon a time  
       the harbour wasn’t as busy                                                                                                                    

and crowded 
       as now. 
 
 

Once upon a time 
                it was bow & stern 

mooring 
           in the Boat Harbour 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1.  What was Marine Rescue Hervey Bay originally called? 
2.  What was the original radio callsign? 
 

  1. MRHB was originally known as Air Sea Rescue Hervey Bay. 
2. Original radio callsign: VN4HV. 



 

 

Often, the background of the photo is as interesting as the foreground. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Marine Rescue Hervey Bay is working towards 50 years of helping the community 
in 2022.  It’s interesting to look back on photos of the construction of the building 
at the base in 1979. 

MRHB Retrospective 



 

 

If you aren’t sure of what safety equipment you should have available on your boat, 
try visiting the MSQ webpage at https://www.msq.qld.gov.au/ 

To comply with your General Safety Obligation you should carry the appropriate 
safety equipment for the waters where you will be boating. This will ensure you are 
prepared for an emergency or any unexpected events. 

Be Safe. Boat Safe 



 

 

Where are the boundaries of Smooth , Partially Smooth  and Open Waters?    

Smooth Waters are: within rivers, creeks, streams and lakes and water within 0.5 
nautical miles from land. 

 

 

 

 

Be Safe. Boat Safe 



 

 

 

You’re having friends or family come to stay for a holiday.   You know they are 

going to want to head out onto our beautiful waterways.  You haven’t used your 

boat for a while.  Here’s a few things for you to check out BEFORE you head out 

on the water. 

 

 Hull -   General inspection of hull and equipment 

 

 Batteries -  Check water levels, terminals and leads  

   Check charge on batteries - charge as necessary 

 Fuel -   Check fuel lines not perished 

   Change fuel if more than 6 months old 

 Engine -  Inspect and replace oil and fuel filters, if necessary 

   Inspect and clean spark plugs  

             General  inspection of propellers, shafts and brackets
  

 Radio -  Check cables for perishing, antennas - check corrosion 

   Turn on radio and undertake a radio check 
 

 Other -  Check GPS and Chart Plotter working 

   Check navigation lights working 

             Check gauges working 

             Check bilge pumps working  
  

 Safety gear -Lifejackets /PFDs - check in date, worn stitching or tears 

    Flares - at least one set in date  

    Anchor - check line or chain for wear 

      EPIRB - in date  and registered 
 

 Trailer -  Brakes working 

   Trailer Hitch / Electrics working 

MAINTENANCE CHECKLIST 



 

 

Here’s a few things to make sure you have sorted on the day you head out with 

friends and family. 

 Check the BOM weather forecast 

 Is it safe to go out in the conditions - boat, skipper, crew capabilities? 
 

 Plan your trip - know where you are going, check tides times 

 Plan your route around sand banks and navigation marks 
 

 Calculate fuel requirements - rule of thirds  

 1/3 for trip out, 1/3 for trip back, 1/3 in reserve 
 

 Check you have lifejackets for everyone (adults and children) 

 We recommend you wear them! 
 

 Log on with Marine Rescue Hervey Bay 

 (People on board, leaving from, going to, expected return time) 

    Log off on your return 
 

 Keep your marine radio on while out on the water 

 Listen for updated weather alerts eg strong winds or thunderstorms 

   (Seek shelter or head home early, if necessary) 
 

Have an awesome day on the water.   
 

Stay safe.   
 

We’ll be there 

if you need us! 
  

‘ON THE DAY’ CHECKLIST 



 

 

 

At Marine Rescue Hervey Bay, we have produced a new localised VHF radio 
channel sticker.  If you have a VHF radio, you need one of these.   The best place to 
put it is beside your radio in your boat.   

We have created a space for you to write your Boat Rego number on the sticker, 
so if /when you call  Marine Rescue Hervey Bay, you have your Rego in front of 
you.  You could even do some research and write your Rego using the Phonetic 
alphabet eg Alpha Bravo 1 2 3  Quebec!  Grab one from the office today! 

 

NEW VHF RADIO CHANNEL STICKER 



 

 

THE RADIO TOWER AT 

SANDY CAPE, FRASER 

ISLAND 

 



 

 

CHANGE OF COMMAND! 

After five years as MRHB Commodore, John Smith decided to 
resign the position, in March.  During John’s tenure as  
Commodore, MRHB has seen many changes as well as a 
growth in capability.  The arrival of our RHIB, “Rescue III’, the 
departure of ‘Hervey Bay RSL Rescue’, the arrival of the 
‘Rescue IV’ - jetski, and the contract and building of ‘Rescue I’.  

Another of John’s major achievements, as Commodore, was 

the implementation of a Wellness Support Group at the base.  

The intention of this group is to provide discreet support for the emotional wellbeing 

of Marine Rescue Hervey Bay (MRHB) working members.  Our role as volunteers  

helping Police and Ambulance in the safety of lives at sea area, puts us into some 

pretty stressful situations at times.  In our workplace, as in others, if a volunteer is not 

doing well emotionally this can affect the way they do their work and even impact on 

the safety of others. John oversaw the training of a group of volunteers to provide  

discreet support for the emotional wellbeing of Marine Rescue Hervey Bay (MRHB) 

working members. 

Another of John’s achievements was working with Queensland Ambulance to  

implement a First Responder regime.  MRHB currently has six fully trained First  

Responders assisting on medical evacuations. 

Many successful grants funded things like the base power generator, the BBQ trailer, 
the ‘Rescue III’ intercom system as well as her electronics upgrade.  New strategies 
have seen changes to training and business processes. 

We take this opportunity to publically thank John for his efforts as Commodore of  
Marine Rescue Hervey Bay. 

It’s always a challenging time when transfer of command takes place, however Jill  
Barclay has ably stepped into those size 12 
boots, with David Smith following Jill into 
the Vice Commodore position.  MRHB  
remains in good hands with these two at 
the helm, with the added benefit of John 
staying on as the Project Manager for the 
construction and delivery of our new  
vessel, ‘Rescue I’. 



 

 

Few wildlife experiences could compare to the sight of a massive whale  
majestically rising out of the water and flopping backwards.  You have a  
responsibility to help protect them and to keep safe distances. 

By following these responsible practices when you’re in the vicinity of whales and 
dolphins, you’re not only playing a big part in their conservation but you’re also 
providing a safe environment to watch them: 

 Be alert and watch out for whales at all times 

 Post a look out for whales if they are suspected in the vicinity 

 Do not approach or disturb mothers and calves – never place your boat  
between them 

 Always move in a parallel direction to the whale or dolphin 

 Do not use engine sound or speed to attempt to influence the behav-
iour of a whale 

 When you’re leaving an area where whales were present, turn the mo-
tor on, post a look out, and move off slowly 

 Slow down to minimise the risk of collision where whales have been 
sighted 

 

Report sick, injured, stranded or dead whales or dolphins.  Report if your vessel  
accidentally strikes a whale.  Report to Dept of Environment on 07 3330 4648. 
 

WHALES ARE BACK IN THE BAY 



 

 

Thanks to wonderful donation by Hand Heart Pocket mid 2019, which has 

allowed the construction of our new  

rescue vessel to get underway at  

AllWeld Manufacturing in Maryborough. 

 
 
Jan 2020 - flat sheets 
of aluminium became 
many cut out pieces 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
These cut out pieces began to take 
shape in February March. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
By April, we were beginning to see the full size 
of our new vessel 

NEW VESSEL UDPDATE 



 

 

NEW VESSEL UPDATE 

  May  - lots of welding!! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thursday 28th May saw the vessel turned 

over! 

 

 

 

 

 
June - back in the shed and 

lots more welding! 

 

On present progress, she 

looks like being in the water 

for sea trials in November 

2020.  We can’t wait!! 
 

 



 

 

2019 GOLF DAY SPONSORS 



 

 

2019 GOLF DAY SPONSORS 



 

 

 

BLUE WATER REVIEW INTO COASTGUARD 

AND MARINE RESCUE 

 

 

Volunteer Marine Rescue squadrons (26) and Coast Guard flotillas (21) across 
Queensland provide essentially the same roles in the marine environment.   

Following an initial review of the issues in 2018, a  working group was set up to  
determine the way forward.  The working group met a number of times in 2019 and 
advised the following decisions have been recommended to the Dept of  
Queensland Fire and Emergency Services: 

  The agencies should transition to a single entity 
  A new entity, with a new name, brand and approach to be formed 
  A state-wide risk assessment and capability gap analysis to be completed 

However, there has been very limited progress on the Review in 2020.  This has 
caused some frustration to volunteers, who are looking to Government to provide 
some sustainability of funding for rescue organisations. 

Government funding has not kept pace with basic CPI, however costs of compliance 
and capital acquisition have risen exponentially to the point where Government 
funding now contributes only about 15% of squadron costs.  The other 85% needs 
to be raised from the community.  This funding approach is not sustainable moving 
forward. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 
 

 

 

During April 2020, the Tug Lismore undertook scraping of the entrance to the 

Urangan Boat Harbour, as sand build up had made some areas less than a metre 

deep at low tide. 

Depths in the major part of the 

entrance channel are now in excess 

of 2 metres at low tide.   

Blue areas on the diagram are 

greater than 2m deep at low tide. 

 

Be aware that there are still other 

areas within the harbour that remain 

shallower at low tide. 

 

 

 

 

The boating public of the Fraser Coast have been able to call for help for marine 
breakdowns and other emergencies since the early 70s. 

In 2022, Marine Rescue Hervey Bay will be celebrating 50 years of this service. 

If you have any old photos, newspaper clippings or stories from over the years, we 

would love to hear from you.  Or if you are interested in being part of an 

organising committee for the celebrations, please let the Secretary know at 

secretary@mrhb.org.au     

DREDGING -  

URANGAN BOAT HARBOUR ENTRANCE 

50 YEAR CELEBRATIONS  

2022 

mailto:secretary@mrhb.org.au


 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

OPERATIONAL STATS 

1 Dec 2019 -  31 May 2020  

 

 

 

 

 

 

ACTIVATIONS 

ASSISTS 

Search and Rescue 

Medivac 

Breakdown 

Insufficient fuel 

Drifting 

Grounding 

Sinking/Sunk 

General/Urgent Assist 

Community Support 

Scattering of Ashes 

Training Run 

Total 
Persons assisted 

 

11 

19 

43 

3 

0 

3 

8 

6 

26 

0 

22 

141 
 160 

RADIO 
Radio Calls 

Total vessels logged 

 

5,880 

1,219 



 

 

 

 

 

MARINE INCIDENTS 

ALL marine incidents involving Queensland regulated ships, which includes  

recreational ships, must be reported within the required time even if there are no 
injuries and the boat does not sustain any material damage. If in doubt about 
whether an incident is reportable, report it.  

Under the Transport Operations (Marine Safety) Act 1994 (TOMSA), a marine  
incident is classified as an event causing or involving: 

 the loss of a person from a ship 
 the death of, or grievous bodily harm to, a person caused by a ship's operations 
 the loss or presumed loss or abandonment of a ship 
 a collision with a ship 
 the stranding of a ship 
 significant damage, or danger of significant damage, to a ship 
 significant damage caused by a ship's operations 
 danger of significant damage to a structure caused by a ship's operations 
 danger to a person caused by a ship's operations  

 

How do I report a marine incident? 

A marine incident must be reported using the approved form to a Shipping  
Inspector within 48 hours of the incident.  Form  F3071 Marine Incident Report form 
should be completed.   The form can be found online at: https://
www.support.transport.qld.gov.au/qt/formsdat.nsf/forms/QF3071/$file/F3071_CFD.pdf  

Shipping Inspectors are located at: 

 Maritime Safety Queensland regional offices 
 Queensland Water Police offices 
 Queensland Boating and Fisheries Patrol offices 

 

The relevant marine incident report form may be completed with the assistance of a 
Shipping Inspector to ensure the information is accurate, unbiased and as reliable as 
possible. It is important that the form is filled in completely, with the incident  
described in as much detail as possible.  

Why report marine incidents? 

The information gathered from marine incident reports helps to develop safety 
standards, education programs and on-water compliance programs that benefit all 
waterways users. Some insurance companies may require a marine incident report 
to validate claims. 

http://www.support.transport.qld.gov.au/qt/formsdat.nsf/forms/QF3071/$file/F3071_CFD.pdf
https://www.support.transport.qld.gov.au/qt/formsdat.nsf/forms/QF3071/$file/F3071_CFD.pdf
https://www.support.transport.qld.gov.au/qt/formsdat.nsf/forms/QF3071/$file/F3071_CFD.pdf


 

 

 MARINE RESCUE HERVEY BAY  

 LAST FEW MONTHS IN PICTURES 

We’re about boats. 

We’re about people. 

We’re about Saving Of Lives At Sea. 



 

 

 MARINE RESCUE HERVEY BAY  

 LAST FEW MONTHS IN PICTURES 



 

 

SCATTERING OF ASHES 

Did you know Marine Rescue and Did you know Marine Rescue and 

Coastguard offer scattering of ashes Coastguard offer scattering of ashes   

at sea for loved ones?at sea for loved ones?  
  

  

  

  

  

  
  

  

  

  

                        

  

  

Bring family/friends aboard  our vessel for your special, memorable service.   

Each scattering is customised to your specific requirements….as a couple of 
examples, you can bring your family priest/minister or you can celebrate the 
loved one’s life with a bottle of wine or beer.   

There are a number of different ways that the ashes can be ‘delivered’ to the 
sea.  The old fashioned method involves tipping the ashes from an urn into the 
water, however there are now  biodegradable ’turtles’, where the cremated 
ashes are placed inside.  The ‘turtles’ are designed to float briefly before sinking.  
Once the turtle sinks, it will biodegrade naturally over time.  Talk to your local 
crematorium about the type of urn you would like. 

Come and talk to our friendly admin staff if you would like to utilize our services.  

We will work with you on a date, time and place for the scattering to take place. 

Cost of our services:  A donation of at least $250.  



 

 

VOLUNTEERING 

If you have ever considered becoming a volunteer at Marine Rescue, we welcome a 

wide variety of people, with many backgrounds and many age groups.  The  

following requirements apply:    

 Committed and able to provide a few hours a week 

 A desire to help your community 

 Able to fit in with others and work as a team 

 Good health  

 Over 18yrs of age 
 

Pop in to our admin office (9.00 - 2.00pm Monday, Wednesday & Friday) and pick 

up a volunteer application form or download one from our website at: 

https://www.marinerescueherveybay.org.au/membership/working-member-info/ 

Crew and radio operators only have limited intakes each year. 

 
Rescue One magazine is a quarterly seasonal publication.  

If you are interested in advertising in our magazine, please give our admin office a 
call.  Rates are as follows: 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Black and White 

FULL PAGE                  
128 X 186 mm 

$170.00 per issue $646.00 per year 

HALF PAGE                    
128 x 93 mm 

$95.00 per issue $361.00 per year 

QUARTER PAGE          
63 x 93 mm 

$55.00 per issue $209.00 per year 

EIGHTH PAGE                 
63 x 44 mm 

$40.00 per issue $152.00 per year 

   

Colour 

FULL PAGE                  
128 X 186 mm 

$210.00 per issue $798.00 per year 

HALF PAGE                    
128 x 93 mm 

$105.00 per issue $399.00 per year 

QUARTER PAGE          
63 x 93 mm 

$70.00 per issue $266.00 per year 

EIGHTH PAGE                 
63 x 44 mm 

$50.00 per issue $190.00 per year 

https://www.marinerescueherveybay.org.au/membership/working-member-info/


 

 

   

 

Marine Rescue Hervey Bay runs radio course and exams for those boaties 
wishing to gain their marine radio licences - LROCP (Long Range Radio  
Operators  Certificate of Proficiency) or SROCP (Short Range Radio  
Operators Certificate of Proficiency - VHF radio only). 
 

Our regular courses have been on hold due to the coronavirus.  However 
we are hopeful that we may be able to resume soon.   

Expected Course and Exam dates for 2020 are: 

Sat 8 August  Sat 14 November 

Restrictions may apply on numbers, due to social distancing requirements. 
 
 

Check our website for all the information and complete an application form 
online at:  https://www.marinerescueherveybay.org.au/radio-courses/

RADIO COURSES 

https://www.marinerescueherveybay.org.au/radio-courses/apply-online/


 

 

 
Marine Rescue Hervey Bay relies on funding from the 
community to continue to provide their services.   
 
We greatly appreciate this support and would like to 
publicly thank the following for their donations over 
recent months:   

 
 
 
 
 
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

…… and a number of other donors who wish to remain anonymous.  

THANK 

YOU 

THANK 

YOU 

THANK 

YOU 

THANK 

YOU 

HYNE TIMBER 

HERVEY BAY RSL 

HAND HEART POCKET 

SPECSAVERS 

WIND WANDERERS INC 

MARTIN DROUGHT 

FRASER SHORES 

GARY BROWN 

DAVE MARSHMAN 

 

 

 

 



 

 

MARINE RESCUE HERVEY BAY MEMBERSHIP FEES 
 

$90.00        So$ Full Member 

First 2 tows, up to a maximum of $500, within that membership year are 

free. Any subsequent tows, or once the maximum of $500 has been 

reached, in that membership year, are charged at the cost of the fuel 

(based on the  boat bowser price at the time of the assist), with a 

minimum fee of $50. 

 $55.00         Ordinary Member 

Any tows, in that membership year, are charged at the cost of the fuel 

(based on the boat bowser price at the time of the assist), with a 

minimum fee of $50. 

 

2nd & 3rd Vessels for either So$ or ordinary members are $40 per vessel 
 

$11.00         Members with No Boat 

Payment Methods 

On our website at : marinerescueherveybay.org.au 

Renewal payments can also be made over the phone by Credit Card, or in 

person at the MR Hervey Bay office in Buccaneer Drive (next to the Boat 

Club). Alternatively payment can be made by direct deposit to: 

CBA  BSB 064492    Account No. 10075748 including your name and 

membership number (if known) 

http://vmrherveybay.com.au/


 

 

RECIPROCAL RIGHTS FOR MARINE RESCUE 

HERVEY BAY So$ MEMBERS 
 

One of the benefits of being a member of Marine Rescue Hervey Bay, is 

the reciprocal rights with other areas.  This gives you reduced towing or 

assistance costs if you ever need help in certain areas along the 

Queensland Coast. 

Here are the current arrangements in place….more to come!    You need 

to be a financial SO$, Gold or Ordinary member of Marine Rescue Hervey 

Bay to be able to access these. 

 

 If you take your boat out in one of the following VMR areas: 
Gladstone, Round Hill (1770), or Bundaberg and you need assistance, you 
will pay 1.5x the cost of the fuel they use. SO$ and Gold members can 
claim the costs back against your MRHB membership.  The tow will be 
counted against your annual MRHB membership.  Ordinary members get a 
reduction in the normal fuel costs of a tow, so there are benefits for you 
as well. 

 If you are an SO$ or Gold member and you take your boat to Brisbane 
or the Gold Coast (Caloundra Bar south to Tweed Heads), VMR or 
Coastguard will assist you for $100 per hour (up to a maximum of 
$200).  You will be towed to the closest safe haven.  They will charge 
MRHB direct for this service.  Again the tow will be counted against your 
annual MRHB membership.  If you are an Ordinary member you can also 
access the $100 per hour cost, but you will need to pay this to the VMR or 
Coastguard providing the tow. 

 

For clarification, reciprocal rights do not apply north of the MR Gladstone 

area or for the Coastguard squadrons on the Sunshine Coast, or any 

Marine Rescues or Coastguards outside of Queensland. 



 

 

A

AREA RADIO CHANNELS  

 

LOCATION STATION CALLSIGN TELEPHONE 
VHF  

CHANNELS 
HF SSB 

27 

MHz 

CALOUNDRA COASTGUARD VMR404 07 54913533 
16 
73 

  
27.88 
27.91 

MOOLOOLABA COAST GUARD VMR406 07 54443222 

16 
67 
73 
21 
80 

  
27.88 
27.90 

NOOSA COASTGUARD VMR405 07 54743695 
16 
22 
80 

  
27.88 
27.91 

TIN CAN BAY COAST GUARD VMR417 07 54864290 

16 
67  

80 
82 

  
27.88 
27.90 

SANDY STRAITS COAST GUARD VMR421 07 41298141 
16 
80 
82 

  
27.88 
27.90 

HERVEY BAY 
VOLUNTEER 

MARINE  

RESCUE 
VMR466 07 41289666 

16 
67 
22 
73 

  
27.88 
27.91 

BUNDABERG 
VOLUNTEER 

MARINE  

RESCUE 
VMR488 07 41594349 

16 
67 
22 
80 
81 

2524 KHz 
4125 KHz 
6215 KHz 

  
27.88 

  

ROUND HILL 
VOLUNTEER 

MARINE  

RESCUE 
VMR477 07 49749383 

16 
81 
82 

2182 KHz 
2524 KHz 

27.88 
27.91 

GLADSTONE 
VOLUNTEER 

MARINE  

RESCUE 
VMR446 07 49723333 

16 
80 
82 

2182 KHz 
2524 KHz 
4125 KHz 

  
27.88 

  



 

 

VMR HERVEY BAY RADIO CHANNELS 
 

VMR Hervey Bay Call Sign: VMR466 
 

Urangan Boat Harbour and surrounding areas: VHF 73 or 27.91 
North of Latitude 25° S : VHF 22 
South of Garry’s Anchorage: VHF 67 
If no response on 73 or 22: All areas VHF 16 or 67 

 
Distress Calls: All areas VHF 16 or 27.88 

Supplementary Distress Channel: All areas VHF 67 
 

WEATHER BROADCASTS 

VMR Hervey Bay broadcasts weather reports from the Bureau of 
Meteorology at: 

07:15  12:15  17:15 

on VHF Channel 67 

Forecasts are given for Hervey Bay Waters and Fraser Island 
Coastal Waters, Sandy Cape to Double Island Point. These are 
followed by local observations and tides at Urangan Boat 
Harbour. 

We also broadcast current navigation hazards at these same 
times. 

HB RADIO CHANNELS & WEATHER 



 

 

THE IDEAL GIFT FOR FAMILY 

AND FRIENDS 

VISITING THE FRASER COAST? 

Head out on the water with total piece of mind, with a  

Marine Rescue Hervey Bay 

     VISITOR MEMBERSHIP 
$40 Only 

For a 30 day membership 

VISITOR MEMBERSHIP ENTITLES YOU TO: 

 One tow / assist FREE* of charge 
during your membership — in 
breakdown or emergency  
situations 

 Choose your start date 

Notes: 

 A ceiling of $200 fuel cost applies 

 Only available to visitors to the Fraser  
Coast 

IT PAYS TO BELONG! 

Recently a boat owner from NSW joined as a Visitor Member.  Two days  

later when he went out for the first time in Hervey Bay waters, he lost his 

propeller.  Marine Rescue Hervey Bay returned him to the boat harbour for 

FREE, as part of his Visitor Membership.  The cost if he hadn’t been a  

member would have been in the vicinity of $300. 

A PERFECT GIFT for visiting friends or family — Get yours online or through 

the Marine Rescue Hervey Bay office. 

Get yours today!! 

Be boat smart and stay safe on the  water. 

Join online at :  marinerescueherveybay.org.au 


